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Background: In 2013, The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
(KWWSV���ZZZ�GDDG�GH�HQ�) launched its Strategy 2020 campaign, which 
includes a goal of hosting at least 350,000 international students in Germany 
by 2020. Toward that end, Germany’s public universities offer more than 1,700 
degree programs taught in English, though most are at the graduate level. 

Germany is home to more than 427 state-accredited universities in 180 
towns and cities countrywide, of which 120 are private institutions. There 
are three types of higher education institutions in Germany: universities, 
universities of applied sciences—which make up the majority of the private 
LQVWLWXWLRQV³DQG�FROOHJHV�RI�DUW��ÀOP��DQG�PXVLF��8QLYHUVLWLHV�RIIHU�VWURQJ�
theoretical and academically-oriented degree programs in a broad range of 
disciplines. Instruction at universities of applied sciences is very practice-
oriented, and internships are an integral part of the degree program. 
&ROOHJHV�RI�DUW��ÀOP��DQG�PXVLF�DUH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�GHYHORS�WKHLU�
artistic talents, and instruction at most of these institutions is in German only. 

Subjects popular among international students include economics and 
business administration, Germanic studies, electrical engineering, computer 
science, and music. During the 2013-14 school year, more than 3,000 US 
students were enrolled in full-degree programs in Germany, about one-third 
of them (1,001) in undergraduate programs. 

Good to Know: More than 90 percent of all university students in Germany, 
domestic and international, are enrolled in public universities, where they 
PXVW�FKRRVH�DQG�VSHFLDOL]H�LQ�D�VSHFLÀF�FRXUVH�RI�VWXG\�ZKHQ�WKH\�ÀUVW�
apply. Students pursuing a bachelor’s degree can complete their studies 
in six to eight semesters. Undergraduate programs in Germany are very 
structured in terms of course selection, when compared with programs at 
many American liberal arts colleges. Students are encouraged to study the 
German language even if they enroll in English-taught programs.

Private universities in Germany offer undergraduate and graduate programs. 
These institutions typically offer more of a US-style campus experience. 

Academic Calendar: At German universities the academic year is divided 
into two terms: the winter semester (October to March) and summer 
semester (April to September). (See timeline on next page.)

Sometimes students sit for exams during breaks between semesters. They 
also use breaks to travel, work, or do internships. 

Search: 6HYHUDO�ZHEVLWHV�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�KHOS�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWXGHQWV�ÀQG�
EHVW�ÀW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�'$$'�VSRQVRUHG�6WXG\�LQ�*HUPDQ\�
website (KWWSV���ZZZ�VWXG\�LQ�GH�HQ�) where students can plan their studies 
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https://www.daad.de/en/
https://www.study-in.de/en/
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by searching and viewing programs 

according to the language in which the 

course is offered. Inobis (ZZZ�LQRELV�GH�
LQGH[�HQ�KWPO��LV�DQ�DIÀOLDWHG�VLWH�ZKLFK�
includes databases, application checklists, 

and other tools. 

Apply: Upon identifying their desired 

program of study, US students should 

check to see if the university offering it 

is a member of Uni-Assist (KWWS���ZZZ�
XQL�DVVLVW�GH�LQGH[BHQ�KWPO). Uni-Assist 

is an application service that evaluates 

international documents and credentials 

for roughly 160 member universities. If the 

university is part of the Uni-Assist network, 

international students must apply using 

the Uni-Assist application service. If the 

university is not a member of Uni-Assist, 

international students can apply directly to 

the institution.

Applications from international students 

whose credentials are determined by Uni-

Assist to meet the standards for admission 

to German university study programs are forwarded to the individual 

XQLYHUVLW\��7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�LWVHOI�PDNHV�WKH�ÀQDO�DGPLVVLRQ�GHFLVLRQ��

In most cases, students can apply to as many programs as they would 

like. For high demand subjects, including medicine, veterinary science, 

pharmacy, and dentistry, the number of spaces available is restricted. These 

programs are designated QXPHUXV�FODXVXV, referencing the “closed number” 

of spaces. Students interested in these areas of study are advised to directly 

contact their universities of choice for details. More information can also be 

found at KWWS���ZZZ�KRFKVFKXOVWDUW�GH�LQGH[�SKS"LG ����	/ �. 

Deadlines: Applications for the winter semester can be submitted from late 

May through mid-July, though some universities have deadlines as early as 

the end of May. Applicants who will not receive their high school diploma 

XQWLO�DIWHU�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�GHDGOLQH�DUH�DGYLVHG�WR�FRQWDFW�WKH�VSHFLÀF�
XQLYHUVLW\�DQG�SURJUDP�IRU�JXLGDQFH��'HFLVLRQ�QRWLÀFDWLRQV�JHQHUDOO\�EHJLQ�
in August. Summer semester submission season runs from early December 

WR�PLG�-DQXDU\��ZLWK�QRWLÀFDWLRQ�EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�)HEUXDU\��

Application Fees: 8QL�$VVLVW�FKDUJHV����HXURV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�DSSOLFDWLRQ��DQG�
15 euros for each additional application submitted for the same semester. 

Other fees for translation services, notarized copies, and exams (see 

“Admission Requirements”) may also apply. 

Admission Requirements: Many German universities require the equivalent 

RI�D�*HUPDQ�VWDWH�DFFUHGLWHG�$ELWXU�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ��D�GRFXPHQW�LVVXHG�WR�
*HUPDQ�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�SDVVHG�WKHLU�ÀQDO�H[DPV��

International students can typically meet this requirement in one of two 

ways: 1) via a US high school diploma with a minimum GPA of 3.0 and a SAT 

score of at least 1300 (math and critical reading on the old SAT), or an ACT 

FRPSRVLWH�VFRUH�RI�DW�OHDVW�����RU����DQ�,%�GLSORPD�WKDW�IXOÀOOV�*HUPDQ\·V�,%�
requirements. IB requirements can be found at KWWS���ZZZ�LER�RUJ�XQLYHUVLW\�
DGPLVVLRQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�LE�GLSORPD�E\�FRXQWULHV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV�
FRXQWU\�UHFRJQLWLRQ�VWDWHPHQWV. 

$SSOLFDQWV�ZKR�IXOÀOO�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DERYH�TXDOLI\�IRU�GLUHFW�JHQHUDO�
admission to a German higher education institution in the subject area they 

have chosen. More detailed information about admission requirements 

can be found at: KWWSV���ZZZ�GDDG�GH�GHXWVFKODQG�QDFK�GHXWVFKODQG�
YRUDXVVHW]XQJHQ�HQ������DGPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�. 

$SSOLFDQWV�ZKR�GR�QRW�IXOÀOO�GLUHFW�DGPLVVLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�PD\�TXDOLI\�IRU�
general admission to a preparatory program, undertaken at a 6WXGLHQNROOHJ, 

which offers foundational courses to prepare international students for 

university. Students are eligible for admission to 6WXGLHQNROOHJ preparatory 

courses if they have either 1) an SAT score of 1150 to 1290 (math and critical 

reading); 2) an ACT composite score of 25-28 along with a GPA of 3.0; or 3) 

an IB diploma that does not include six mandated examination subjects.  

See KWWS���ZZZ�VWXGLHQNROOHJV�GH�KRPH�KWPO�for more information. 

“!e hardest problem for 
me would be the cost of 
returning home. Since I 
started my degree I have 
only been able to "y home 
one time, whereas some 
of my friends can take a 
trip back home easily on 
the weekends or during 
breaks. I miss my family 
and friends, but going 
abroad has given me a new 
appreciation for the time 
that I do spend with them.” 

 —Taylor Hafemeister, Wisconsin 
(Jacobs University, third-year 

student studying in international 
politics and history)

February
Summer semester application 

decisions released

March
Winter semester ends

April
Summer semester starts

Early May 
Applications open for 

winter semester

Mid-July
Applications close for 

winter semester

August
Winter semester application 

decisions released

September
Summer semester ends

October 
Winter semester starts

Early December
Applications open for summer 

semester

Photo courtesy of Taylor

http://www.inobis.de/index-en.html
http://www.inobis.de/index-en.html
http://www.uni-assist.de/index_en.html
http://www.uni-assist.de/index_en.html
http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3606&L=1
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
http://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/voraussetzungen/en/6017-admission-requirements
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/nach-deutschland/voraussetzungen/en/6017-admission-requirements
http://www.studienkollegs.de/home.html
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For�QXPHUXV�FODXVXV�courses, admission is based on a calculated DYHUDJH�
JUDGH, which takes into account applicants’ high school grades and 
standardized test scores. Because admission is competitive, successful 
applicants usually have strong grades and test scores. 

GEDs issued by individual states are not accepted by German universities. 
 
With some exceptions, students who plan to enroll in programs taught in 
German must submit scores from either the German Language University 
Entrance Examination for Foreign Applicants (DSH) or the Test of German 
as a Foreign Language (TestDaF). Completion of certain 6WXGLHQNROOHJ 
preparatory courses may also satisfy German language requirements. More 
information on language requirements can be found at KWWSV���ZZZ�VWXG\�LQ�
GH�HQ�SODQ�\RXU�VWXGLHV�UHTXLUHPHQWV�JHUPDQ�VNLOOVB������SKS. 

Students applying to English-taught programs do not have to demonstrate 
*HUPDQ�SURÀFLHQF\��

Letters of recommendation are usually not necessary, though some 
programs may require them. 

Upon Acceptance: Universities typically accept or deny students; 
conditional offers are uncommon. If accepted, the university will advise 
students on what paperwork they need to complete. 

Tuition and Fees: Tuition, even for international students, is generally free at 
all German public universities, though students are required to pay fees each 
semester for public transportation, meals in the dining halls, use of athletic 
facilities, and cultural programming. The fees average about 250 euros per 
semester, but vary by university.

Private German universities charge tuition, some up to 20,000 euros per year. 
6RPH�VFKRROV�RIIHU�ÁH[LEOH�ÀQDQFLQJ�RSWLRQV��VXFK�DV�DOORZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�WR�
defer fee payment until after graduation when they have secured employment. 

The DAAD website (KWWSV���ZZZ�GDDG�GH�GHXWVFKODQG�VWLSHQGLXP�
HQ�) includes a database of merit-based scholarship opportunities for 
international students; see the Information for Foreigners section.

Housing: Students typically live in either a student residence hall or private 
accommodation. The DAAD website (ZZZ�6WXG\�LQ�GH�HQ� offers an online 
search tool based on a student’s destination; see “Plan Your Stay.” This 
search feature allows students to view options, locations and prices, the 
related application process, and deadlines for securing a spot. 

Campus life at German institutions is typical of European universities.   
Many students live off campus in shared or single apartments.  
Dormitories with cafeterias and meal programs are not usually available at 
the larger public universities. Most offer only shared kitchen spaces.

Visa and Other Permits: Although US citizens are eligible to enter Germany 
without a visa, students can apply for a student visa from a German 
embassy or consulate prior to departing for Germany. This will facilitate their 
application for a residence permit, which is required. Students must apply 
IRU�D�YDOLG�UHVLGHQFH�SHUPLW�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�WKUHH�PRQWKV�LQ�*HUPDQ\���
7R�DSSO\�IRU�WKLV�SHUPLW��VWXGHQWV�PXVW�ÀUVW�ÀQG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�DQG�REWDLQ�
D�FRQÀUPDWLRQ�RI�UHJLVWUDWLRQ��0HOGHEHVWlWLJXQJ) document from the local 
5HVLGHQWV·�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�2IÀFH��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�DOVR�QHHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZKHQ�
applying for a residence permit: passport, letter of university acceptance, 
evidence they can cover the expected cost of their education and living 
expenses (approximately 7,908 euros per year), and proof of health 
insurance. Additional documents may also be required. 

The residence permit is valid for two years and must be renewed 
before it expires. An extension of the residence permit will usually be 
granted provided the student shows proof from their university that their 
studies are proceeding properly. For more information on German visa 
regulations, visit KWWS���ZZZ�DXVZDHUWLJHV�DPW�GH�(1�(LQUHLVH8QG$XIHQWKDOW�
9LVDEHVWLPPXQJHQBQRGH�KWPO�GRF������ERG\7H[W�.

Fees for residence permits vary according to location but cost up to 110 
HXURV��$GGLWLRQDO�JXLGDQFH�DERXW�VSHFLÀF�ORFDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�REWDLQHG�WKURXJK�
the German Consulates General:�KWWS���ZZZ�JHUPDQ\�LQIR�.

Non-European Union (EU) students can work 120 full days or 240 half-days 
per year—or more if a work permit is obtained—excluding research assistant 
work. Germany has recently eased its post-study work eligibility requirements 
for students. After graduation, international students can extend their 
UHVLGHQFH�SHUPLWV�E\����PRQWKV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ÀQG�D�MRE��EHJLQQLQJ�IURP�WKH�GDWH�
WKHLU�ÀQDO�H[DP�UHVXOWV�DUH�LVVXHG��,I�WKH\�REWDLQ�D�MRE�LQ�*HUPDQ\��DIWHU�WZR�
years of work they can apply for permanent residency status. 

Advice from the Field: General queries can be directed to The German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) at daadny@daad.org. DAAD also 
provides numerous resources about studying in Germany: 
• A pocket guide for international students: KWWSV���ZZZ�GDDG�GH�PHGLHQ�

GHXWVFKODQG�QDFK�GHXWVFKODQG�SXEOLNDWLRQHQ�]LHO�GHXWVFKODQGBHQ�SGI�
• A practical guide for international students: KWWSV���ZZZ�GDDG�GH�

PHGLHQ�GHXWVFKODQG�QDFK�GHXWVFKODQG�GRZQORDGV�VLGBHQ�SGI�
• A Q&A guide for parents: KWWSV���ZZZ�GDDG�GH�PHGLHQ�GHXWVFKODQG�

QDFK�GHXWVFKODQG�SXEOLNDWLRQHQ�HOWHUQEURVFKXHUHBHQ�SGI�

Academic standards across German universities are high and generally 
consistent among institutions.

While some programs in Germany may be taught in English, the majority are 
not. To take full advantage of their experience, students are encouraged to 
learn some German either before or during their studies.

https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-studies/requirements/german-skills_26609.php
https://www.study-in.de/en/plan-your-studies/requirements/german-skills_26609.php
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/en/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/en/
http://www.Study-in.de/en
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/EinreiseUndAufenthalt/Visabestimmungen_node.html#doc480844bodyText
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/EinreiseUndAufenthalt/Visabestimmungen_node.html#doc480844bodyText
http://www.germany.info/
mailto:daadny@daad.org
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/publikationen/ziel-deutschland_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/publikationen/ziel-deutschland_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/downloads/sid_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/downloads/sid_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/publikationen/elternbroschuere_en.pdf
https://www.daad.de/medien/deutschland/nach-deutschland/publikationen/elternbroschuere_en.pdf


At our international campus in Bremen, Germany, 1,200 students from 100 nations learn how to work and research on 
future-oriented global issues. Students can choose from a broad portfolio of pre-degree, bachelor and master programs. 
All programs are taught in English and follow our transdisciplinary and hands-on teaching philosophy.

For more information see: www.jacobs-university.de

GET READY FOR YOUR FUTURE
APPLY
NOW

http://www.jacobs-university.de/

